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Greetings From Vietnam!
Nancy Letteri, Executive Director of Children of Vietnam, 
tells us about her trip back to Vietnam to help with the 
program for children with disabilities, the Hope System 
of Care. She made visits to families within the communi-
ties and connected with surrounding non-profit organi-
zations and charities. 

Nancy Letteri visited Da Nang, Vietnam this 
past March where Children of Vietnam performs its 
services to see first hand the Hope System of Care in 
action. Letteri spent the first few days investigating 
best practices for youth with disabilities transitioning 
into adulthood to support their independent living 
skills. “One of our goals is to start a “youth club” 
to help build peer friendship, counseling, advocacy 
skills and integration skills,” Letteri said. Nancy and 

her team would take this group on a special outing to navigate the town. In Vietnam, handicapped 
sidewalks, bathrooms and facilities are rarely seen, so if a youth with disabilities wants to work, it 
is a challenge getting to and from work. 

During this the time in Ho Chi Minh City, where Letteri was joined by Mr. Hoang Ngoc Tuan, 
COV’s Hope System of Care for Children with Disabilities, they met with a Vietnamese charity, Dis-
ability Resource and Development (DRD). DRD’s director, Vo T. Hoang Yen, is dedicated to advo-
cating for people with disabilities.

In the last newsletter, the CPP Campaign team highlighted the story of a young man - Tien. 
Tien is a youth with disabilities. He suffered a cerebral hemorrhage at six weeks of age. COV has 
helped Tien by providing vocational training and helping him find his passion for incense making. 
Letteri paid a visit to Tien and his family on this trip back to Da Nang. Tien had received wonderful 
news. He had been asked to sell his incense to help supply a standing order to the local memori-
als in the Da Nang area. Along with Tien’s family’s pig breeding income, Tien’s soon-to-be steady 
income will much better sustain his family for the future. 

“Then, in the afternoon, I had the opportunity to visit with 15 of the children with disabilities 
Children of Vietnam is serving in our Hope System of Care,” Letteri explained. “The children and their 
parents had come to a meeting where they receive consultation from experts from all fields including 
medical, mental health, education, vocational training, social policy (handicapped accessible housing, 
insurance availability, etc.). It was an exciting day to see this interdisciplinary team come together to 
support these children!” 

On another day, Letteri along with the COV team visited 
one of the schools that they partner with to ensure children 
receive twice yearly parasite treatment. Children lined up to 
receive basic medical check ups by a doctor, and then they 
moved on to receive parasite medicine. The doctor shared that 
since the beginning of this check up program in this school, all 
the children are parasite free. Next, they moved to the Nam 
Son Kindergarten. This is a smaller school located in a more 
remote area. COV completed construction of this school last 
year and wanted to see how everything was going. “The chil-
dren arrive by 6:30am, have lunch around 10:00am, then a nice 
nap after which they have a snack of soup and rice, and get 
ready for home at 4:30pm,” Letteri explained. “A long day for 
these children but it surely allows their parents most of whom 
are farmers to continue their work to bring much needed in-
come to the family.”

Letteri and her team also visited several families for 
whom they upgraded their houses with an indoor toilet. They 
had finished this project for 20 families all in the same area. An 
indoor toilet is a big deal, as otherwise people would have to 
“go around” as it was explained. “Not very sanitary, conve-
nient or allowing much dignity,” Letteri wrote. 

Letteri and her COV staff visited the countryside of Quang 
Nam Province to see one of the many kindergartens that 
received a high number of meal distributions each month. This 
kindergarten has an enrollment of 80 children, most of whom 
come from poor households. The parents are mostly rice farm-
ers or day laborers. “The teacher tells us that the children eat 
2 to 3 bowls at one sitting!” Letteri wrote. “They also say the 
children are gaining weight, which is a good thing.” 

Each meal costs about two cents thanks to the collabo-
ration of another non-profit in the United States called Stop 
Hunger Now and another charity in Vietnam called the Quang 
Nam Charity Association. “All of us pool our resources to make 
possible the distribution of 855,360 meals across Quang Nam 
Province,” Letteri wrote. 

Needless to say, Letteri had an amazing and successful 
trip. She enjoyed the days spent with staff out visiting children 
and their families. It is an accomplishment to see the work that 
COV has done and the results from their efforts. 
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In a Blog Post From Nancy:

“A day like last Friday comes along, and I realize how much vul-
nerability is still in every alley or down a narrow road. 

An older woman walked through the open doors to the office 
in Da Nang. She is offered a seat. A countrywoman, and poor by the 
look of her clothes has traveled from Quang Nam Province. It is a 
long way to travel. Here is her story: 

 
She has a 19-year-old daughter who is now at the hospital with 

her 3-month-old baby boy, Khoa. The daughter is already a widow. 
Her husband was walking home from a wedding and was bit by 
something (maybe a bee but the exact insect/animal is lost in trans-
lation). He was in the hospital for 3 months, and then died. At the 
same time, the family learned that Khoa needs heart surgery. The 
family has no money but came to the hospital in Da Nang anyway.  
The hospital will not operate until the funds are secured. That is why 
the grandmother is here to plead for her grandson’s surgery.  Huong, 
COV country director, listens patiently to the situation. How can any-
one say ‘no’? So yes, she agreed to write a commitment letter to the 
hospital stating that COV will assist with payment.

 
The story does not end. Today, we brought the commitment 

letter to the hospital where two to five people to a single bed is not 
uncommon.  The mother and son were in the pediatric cardiac room 
with about eight other families, all waiting. Their personal belong-
ings were packed underneath the beds. The family members sleep on 
the tile floor at night.  The sad news is that the needed equipment 
for these surgeries is broken. There is no backup equipment. No one 
knows when the equipment will be repaired or replaced. So Khoa 
and the other babies wait. Khoa is small and listless. 

Update: The hospital was able to repair this equipment and 
the baby had a successful surgery. Early the next week, he was dis-
charged from the hospital. “Thank you to all who responded with 
kind concern and care,” Letteri wrote.

Run for Hope with 
Thomas Budhijanto

University of Houston senior Thomas Bud-
hijanto ran the Austin Marathon on February 
19, 2012, in support of this year’s Collective Phi-
lanthropy Project (CPP) beneficiary, Children of 
Vietnam. Thomas completed the race in just over 
4 hours while wearing the Children of Vietnam t-
shirt designed by the Gulf Coast region 
and fundraised $220 in donations.

When Thomas attempted his first 
marathon last year, he had two goals: 
first, finish the 26.2 miles race, and 
second, support a good cause in the 
process. Thomas completed his first 
goal but did not find a charitable cause 
to support.

This year, Thomas was more pre-
pared, waking up at 5 a.m. to train and adopting 
minimalist running techniques. Thomas also took 
his time to find the right philanthropy to support 
before picking Children of Vietnam.

In an interview, Thomas said he was inspired 
to support a children’s cause after his trip to Indo-
nesia in December 2011. A young Indonesian girl 
approached Thomas with postcards to sell while 
he was with his cousin, who told him to ignore the 
girl. However, Thomas knew he wanted to help 
her despite her difficult situation.

“I knew if I gave her money, she would have 
to give it to someone else, so, I gave her a very 
small amount of Indonesian money [worth less 
than 1 U.S. penny], “ Thomas explained. “Then, 
I also gave her $5 U.S. and told her to keep it for 
herself and to invest in her education and future.”

After his experience, Children of Vietnam’s 
belief - that all children deserve a chance at a 
normal life –resonated with Thomas. He decided 
to support Children of Vietnam after watching the 

“Media That Matters” clip featuring Children of 
Vietnam’s work with children affected by Agent 
Orange in Vietnam.

Before the marathon, Thomas raised aware-
ness and funds for Children of Vietnam by creat-

ing a Facebook event and a fundrais-
ing page on StayClassy.org. He also 
spoke to over 100 college students at 
a convention for Vietnamese student 
associations held at The University of 
Texas at Austin.

“I may not have the great time 
[running the marathon]” Thomas said 
but expressed he felt determined dur-
ing the race to finish when he thought 
of the children he was trying to help. 

Thomas will continue raising money until he 
reaches his goal of $522, the cost for Children of 
Vietnam to provide care for a child for one year. 
If you would like to support Thomas, please visit 
www.stayclassy.org/fundraise?fcid=183864. CPP is 
trying to help Children of Vietnam raise $52,000 by 
its 9th annual leadership conference in July 2012.

The CPP is an initiative of the Union of North 
American Vietnamese Student Associations 
(UNAVSA), a 501(c)(3), non-partisan, commu-
nity-based organiza-
tion founded in 2004. 
Through the CPP, UNAV-
SA provides Vietnamese 
youth the opportunity 
to participate in national 
philanthropic campaigns 
that benefit the Viet-
namese community 
and unites the student 
groups under a common 
cause.
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CPP UPDATES:
“100 Tweets in 100 Days”

The CPP Campaign 
Team has launched yet 
another iniative for the final 
push to conference! The 
“100 Tweets in 100 Days” 
Campaign is aimed at re-
building energy and hype 
for CPP and our beneficiary, 
Children of Vietnam (COV).

For the next 100 days, 
starting April 19th, UNAVSA 
CPP Campaign Team will 
tweet something about CPP 
and COV with #CPPCount-
down and #CPP2012. The 
point is to have as many people tweet and retweet CPP as much as possible, raising awareness 
and increasing hype for the remaining days of the campaign. 

For this initiative, a donor has committed to donating $100 for the 100 days at the end of 
the campaign. The CPP Team is working on getting more donors to match the original donors. 

Please join the CPP 
Campaign Team by tweet-
ing about CPP and COV, as 
well as retweeting CPP’s 
tweets to raise awareness 
and money! Don’t forget 
to use #CPPCountdown 
and #CPP2012! 
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29% of the Vietnamese population lives below the international poverty line.

37% lives in temporary housing cobbled together from tarps, bamboo matting and wooden planks.

25% of children aged five and younger are underweight.

For every 100,000 people, there are only 53 physicians.

There is a 40% school dropout rate for children aged 12-20 who come from poor families.

Reality Check

Ly’s Story
It is believed Ly is afflicted with Agent Orange 

poisoning. Agent Orange was used by the American 
military in the Vietnam War as a defoliant to kill plant 
life in the jungles of Vietnam and was stored in several 
military bases including Danang.

Ly was born with several health issues, which 
makes it difficult for her to breath. She has a concave 
thorax and a weak heart. Also, she has a facial deformi-
ty that places her eyes are farther apart than normal. 
Recently, Ly discovered that she needs glasses due to 

short-sightedness/myopia.

The doctors say she can have an operation to raise her chest wall so she can breath easier, 
but she must gain weight before this surgery can happen.

Ly’s grandfather was a soldier stationed at Quang Binh province during the American/Viet-
nam War. Quang Binh is in Central Vietnam, 20km north of the DMZ, and was bombed extensively. 
Ly’s mother and aunt both have similar health issues, particularly facial deformities.

Ly shares her bedroom and bed with her brother. She lives in a small but very neat house that 
is about 20 square meters and is accessed by a very narrow concrete road passing rice paddies 
and water buffalo. Her home is in a rural area with a few other homes nearby, one of which is her 
grandparents. She is lucky that she can see them every day.

Children of Vietnam supports Ly and her family with comprehensive services such as health 
checks, education scholarships, and nutrition. Ly wants to be a teacher some day and our goal is 
to help her do just that!

www.childrenofvietnam.org
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UNAVSA CPP

Twitter: @UNAVSACPP

Facebook: www.facebook.com/UNAVSAcpp

Blog: cpp.unavsa.org 
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During 2010-2011, the Union of North American Vietnamese Student Associations (UNAVSA) Col-
lective Philanthropy Project (CPP) raised a total of $31,938.11 for the Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation 
“Safe and Sound” project. Since then, UNAVSA CPP and Blue Dragon have been working together to 
ensure the donations are utilized to support the children in Vietnam. 

UNAVSA CPP has made the first installment payment (out of 3) of $10,646.04 to Blue Dragon on 
February 1, 2012. Since then, Blue Dragon has utilized a total of $5,720.61 as of April 15, 2012. 

The donations were used to support the children in Vietnam in the following areas:

Additionally, Blue Dragon has been actively continuing their great work in Vietnam with rescue 
missions, school donations, and even a Blue Dragon soccer team for the children. More recently, Blue 
Dragon is making plans to build two new school centers to help the street kids in Hanoi!

For more about the work that Blue Dragon does, please visit their website at: http://www.street-
kidsinvietnam.com/

As we continue to work with Blue Dragon, UNAVSA will provide updates to our members regard-
ing their progress in the “Safe and Sound” project. We have processed the second installment payment 
of donations to Blue Dragon on April 15, 2012 and the next audit will be conducted on June 1, 2012. For a 
copy of the audit report with a breakdown of all invoices and funds utilized, please contact me directly 
at sandy.cao@unavsa.org. Additionally, please feel free to provide me with any questions or feedback 
regarding this update on our previous Beneficiary!

Thanks,
Sandy Cao
CPP Audit Director

Updates from our Past 
Beneficiary


